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The 1OOOOOOOO Phony Diamond
Being the True Story of the Discovery ot Gold in Idaho
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ARN said tho foreman and
wont down on nil fours pun
Ing noxiously Into cite dimly

roooiioi under the burotui Darn the
look thatll tlio Boeond gone in undor
thorn in a wook

Dont you ovor find quwlod
his visitor wondering at a man who
oould Joio diamond studs with tnou
monotonous regularity told bt UinpU
to no tnoro de jH rnto profanity

Bnrant had time yet but eoiuo
tiny Im going to toll Chow Chung to
swoop that corner out Lord only
knows what well find

Tho foreman hat rid himself of work
olothttB And work dirt and was ftutt
coming to resemble tho college brae
whlta man ho was Ills hand was on
another stud a row moro uiluutas and
the jnnglo of tho dinner boll would
find him do rigour for thoro woro

coming that night ladies from
back on lit Gods oountry to bo told won
dorful talon of the Inforno of groat wealth

His visitor broke sllenco with a laugh
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You wore always a pretty good goer oven In
tho old days but I didnt know the Last Chance
paid no woll that n moro fororaan got that
moro did you could logo diamond studs and

not ovon bother raking out tho pay dirt under a
bureau to got them bock

grunted tho othor
Imitation you moan
Sure I got om by the dozen on a card Its

a groat say tho foreman was tugging at ono
patent loather with grim face and sot Jaw Ho
was glad of a roaplte Say did 1 ovor toll you

Gold mining by placer process in Idaho

the story of the 100000000 diamond
You moan tho Culllnnn
No and I dont moan tho Koh1noor or the

Naulahka or any other ono you over hoard of
This story is about the most wonderful diamond
no man over saw a 100000000 diamond and
phony phony all the way through

My boy youre wild youro oft way off buck
up remember thoro are ladies coming-

A phony diamond worth a hundred million
dollars if It was worth a cent Didnt I ovor toll
you about it Well pick up that pipe again and
close your tooth ovor It anything to get that open-
mouthed stare of Idiocy off your face and listen
thats all youve got to do maybe that ahoo will
swell up with prido when it hears the story and
will go on easier And now for tho story

A Marvelous Phony Diamond
PHONY diamond as big as an irrigation

was the cause of gold being discovered
In Idaho Think of It mans Oro Pino Oro Grande
Pierce City l lk City Elk Crook Dixie Florence
Murray Eagle City and the Coour dAlonos Ill
raise the price a hundred millions far too small
Rut no well be on tho safe side and besides
no man over saw tho phony diamond anyway

No man at all
None but a couple of Nez Porco bucks and they

wore so scared thoy never looked a third time
Theyd be running yot only they came to the Pa-
cific ocean and theyve been dead titty years You
see It was this way

The foreman held up the obstreperous patent
leather eyeing it disgustedly-

Of all the dodgasted sons of a
But the phony diamond
Well those two old Noz Perco bucks woro

jogging along home one night and what did they
see or think thoy saw all of a sudden right up
in the sky beforQ them but a great blazing
of fire My boy look at that
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A typical bunk house and headquarters of an Idaho gold camp
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rite foreman dug into hit waistcoat pocket ox

truotod a ring and exhibited tho sparkling gem
A carat and a half and It goes on her finger

tonight If youll engineer tho others out of the
way That stone looks pretty big to a morn
foreman oven if the Last Chance does pay 90
000 dividends each and every month of the year
What do you suppose a diamond a thousand times
that slzo looked like to a couple of halfnaked In
june without a cent to their name who couldnt
have raised the price of a drink if theyd been
put to It for their lives

nut there It was flickering and blazing and
burning whlto rod topaz every color of the
rainbow and nobody near those two bucks for
hundreds of miles Is it any wonder they fell
down on their knees and dug their faces in the
gravel and howled like coyotes shaking with
fear

But oven a scared Nor Perco cant howl al
ways and by and by they took courage and looked
up Probably theyd imagined it all there was
nothing First ono buck took a squint out of the
corner of one eye thon another and tho next
thing tho Idaho Panhandle saw was a couple of
Noz Porce bucks all their dignity and clothing
thrown aside running as a scared jackrabblt
never ran

I dont know whether thoy stopped before thoy
over Into California or not I suppose they

had to to get a drink or catch their breath as
thoy went over mountains but I always llko
to think of em running until they fell at the feet
of Colonel Pierce clutching his knees Imploring
him to save them from tho oyo of the Evil Spirit
for that was what they wore convinced tho ball
of fire was

Youva heard of Colonel Pierce Colonel ID D
Pierce tailed around tho horn dug pay gravel
It California long before Bret Harto learned his
letters know every prospect from A to Izzard
with a fow oxtra thrown in

The Colonel and the Indians

fortunes It happened to bo his broke day when
the two Indians caught up with him down In Cali-
fornia He kicked em loose from his shins and
pretty soon got the facts Then the bucks felt
bettor Ever notice how it relieves a man to toll
his troubles to somebody else

I wasnt there but Ive heard enough about old
Colonel Pierce to know just what he did Ho
drew himself erect and cussed a few minutes
then tightened up his belt and looked at his faith
ful gun mood rode away with as debonair a wave
of his hand to the camp followers as though he
had boon a crusader going to rescue the tomb
Something like a couple of thousand miles to tra-
verse a row thousand hostile Indians to pass a
few months of starvation and suffering
and then what A blazing ball of fire In
the heavens soon by a couple of scared bucks
Say they bred men in those days Heres to
Colonel Pierce

Tho whiskey spilled over as the mon clinked
their glass rims and threw the potions down
more work for Chow Chung when he got around
to it

The foreman wiped his lips appreciatively took
up tho patent leather once more and eyed It ap-
prehensively

Thats the way Colonel Plorco set out he
concluded Gallant debonair carefree in search
of a great diamond imbedded in some mountain
cliff for thats what ho believed It to be Mlle
after mile as the hundreds reeled off bo saw it
and spent it whiskey by the cask grub that

sot

te m colonel had made and squandered a dozen
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Dolmonioos nave know sO tompfelng
to an oplouro wino woman and song
for ovary Argonaut on tho const

TlmiB tho way ho sot out to find
the 100000000 phony diamond And
what do you think was all ho found

Before thoro could bo a guogs
foreman answered

Nothing but a fat grwujy Nee
Force squaw

Tha shoo was on at thar warn
a premonitory vibration in viola
fly of tho dinner boll In n minute
tho foreman was giving his hair a
parting brush She was nearing anti
an usual Chow Chung was not to bo
found

Continued In our noxt como on
tho girls aro horo

Tho dinner was a success
votod It so and Site was radiant Tho
host was not to bo found for an hour
or more and She was gone too but

tho others did not bothor Thoy had
come out of tho oast like the wise men
of old though thoy wore far wiser now
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in that land of great distance and fabulous
don wealth Out of the land which had sent
thorn had come the fairest f tho fair and they
wore doing thorn homage Who cared for a host
or a fellow guest There wore questions asked
years before to be answered stories to bo told
before the party went on tourists toward tho
westering sun

It was almost time for the day shift to turn
out whoa tho two mon turned in leaving Chow
Chung silently moving about the debris of tho
function

Im out a diamond but in a pearl without
price confessed the foreman and hand mob
hand in congratulation-

It wasnt a phony diamond asked
the other with a laugh and time foreman chortled
with glee tho taste of bliss sweet on his lips

Just for doing me a good turn and getting
the others away Ill finish that yarn ho said
and kicking off tho armor de rigour he took
the narrative where tho jangle had broken it

Squaw repays Colonels kindness-
T GUESS the colonel saw something in her to

love oven If she was only a common squaw to
every other man It isnt everybody can pick-
a winner like I did Tho colonel was gallant ho
put his hand on his heart and lifting his hats
swept the sand with it an ho bowed low before
the Nez Porco squaw as though she wore aa
pretty a white girl as there was in tho land

It was the way of a man and the
willing Its to the Colonels everlasting credit
that ho always treated her square It makes ino
think of those lines of Kips

But wo lived on time square
Like a true married pair
An I learned about women from er

Thats what Colonel Pierce did he learned
about women from hor not only wonton but
gold too n-

It was in 58 when the colonel hit tho No
Porco country in northern Idaho Ho lived on
the square for a couple of years and then the
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On the 600foot level of one of Idahos richest mines

squaw put him next She knew a square man
and she loved him who was more entitled to
know the secret

By that time the Colonel had given up all
hope of ever finding the big diamond in the
Ho couldnt locate pay gravel thought
rocked and rocked till his arms ached
when the took pity on hlih
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